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Crown of Great Britain, and to assert tne interest of her people against all foreign considerations; to keep up the spirit of virtuous opposition to wicked people; to point out the means of completing the great end of the Revolution; and, in short, to give the alarm upon any future attacks that may be made, either open or secret, of the Government upon the constitution.
I am now to speak of the motives for an undertaking of this kind: these are many, but some of them perhaps not quite so proper to be committed to the public. We have seen the noble fruits of a twenty years' Opposition blasted by the connivance and treachery of a few, who, by all ties of gratitude and honour, ought to have cherished and preserved them to the people: but this disappointment ought to be so far from discouraging, that it should lend spirit and life to a new Opposition. The late one laboured their point for a much longer term of years, and against many greater difficulties, than any Opposition at present can be under any apprehensions of encountering.
They became a majority, from a minority of not above eighty-seven or eighty-eight in all; they fought against an experienced General and a national purse; and the questions they opposed were more plausible in their nature, and less dangerous in their consequences, than any that have yet fallen within the system of their blundering successors. At present, the friends of their country, who have already declared themselves, have advantages which their predecessors could never compass, even after twenty years' hard labour.
I know, that the conduct of those, who sneaked, and abandoned their principles, upon the late change of Ministry, is sometimes made use of as an argument